New Heaven and New Earth

When the Great White Throne was introduced, heaven and earth fled from its presence (Rev 20:11). After Jesus Christ
completes His task of judgment while seated on the Great White Throne, heaven and earth passed away (Rev 21:1).

While the apostle John was not on earth when it passed away, he does not elaborate on how this passing took place;
but, the apostles note that Jesus makes a reference to this event (Matt 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 16:17; 21:33).

The apostle Peter describes the passing of heaven and earth as occurring “with a roar and the elements will be
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” He exclaims that “the heavens will be
destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat (2 Pet 3:10-12)!”

While, the apostle John does not distinguish which heaven passed away, it is the first heaven, the atmosphere around
earth, because there is no longer “any night” nor “light of the sun” (Rev 22:5).

Around this time, Jesus Christ hands the kingdom back to God His Father:

But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the
end, when He hands over the kingdom to our God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority
and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be
abolished is death. For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, “All things are put in
subjection,” it is clear that this excludes the Father who put all things in subjection to Him. When all things are
subjected to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that
God may be all in all. (1 Cor 15:23-28)

Just as he was shown the judgment of Babylon, the apostle was accompanied by one of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls full of the seven last plagues. This angel “carried” the apostle “in the Spirit” to a great and high mountain on
the new earth (Rev 21:9) from which he observed the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God (Rev 21:2,
10).

When the holy city descends from third heaven where God resides, there is an angelic announcement from the
throne:

And | heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell
among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or
pain; the first things have passed away.” (Rev 21:3-4)

In the Old Testament, the tabernacle was a portable tent that was divided into two rooms, the Holy Place and
the Holies of Holy. Known as the “tent of meeting,” the tabernacle was recognized as the meeting place
between God and the His people (Ex 40:34-35); however, in practice, God met with only the High Priest in the
Holy of Holies once a year on the Day of Atonement (Heb 9:7). When Solomon’s Temple was built, the Holy
of Holies had the dimensions of a cube: 30 feet x 30 feet x 30 feet (1 Kings 6:20).

Whereas a thick curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the adjacent room the Holy Place to maintain its
sanctity in the Old Testament, the Temple of God in heaven does not have any curtain separating the
Believer’s spirit from the presence of God — God spreads His tabernacle over all of them (Rev 7:15).

Just as in the Temple of God in heaven, where spirit beings of the saints were in the presence of God, the

tabernacle of God will be in the new Jerusalem so that God can be among resurrected Believers and without
any curtain separating the holy God from all of His holy people.
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God Himself speaks of the new creation for His people:

And

He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words

are faithful and true.” Then He said to me, “It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
| will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. He who overcomes will inherit
these things, and | will be his God and he will be My son.” (Rev 21:5-7)

With all of the enemies of Jesus gone, including death, Jesus’ kingdom is handed back to God His Father (1
Cor 15:20-28).

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man
came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will
be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His
coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has
abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies
under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For He has put all things in subjection
under His feet. But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put
all things in subjection to Him. When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be
subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all. (1 Cor 15:20-28)

The description of the new Jerusalem is breathtaking.

The city
21:15).
(Rev 21

itself is laid out as a square cube; its width, length, and height measures about 1400 - 1500 miles (Rev
It was made of pure gold like clear glass (Rev 21:18), and its streets were pure gold like transparent glass
21).

The walls surrounding the square city are about 200 feet thick (Rev 21:17) and made of the precious stone jasper that
was crystal clear (Rev 21:11, 18).

Each wall running along the length of the city east, north, south, and west, had three gates (Rev 21:13). Each
gate represented a tribe of Israel, and at each gate stood an angel (Rev 21:12). Adorned with a single pearl, each
gate was forever open (Rev 21:21, 25).

Supporting the city wall were twelve foundation stones each representing one of the twelve apostles (Rev 21:14),

and

each stone was composed of a precious stone: 1) jasper, 2) sapphire, 3) chalcedony, 4) emerald, 5)

sardonyx, 6) sardius, 7) chrysolite, 8) beryl, 9) topaz, 10) chrysoprase, 11) jacinth and 12) amethyst (Rev 21:19-

20).

There is no temple in the new Jerusalem!

God and His Son are effectively the temple (Rev 21:22).

The glory of God powers the lamp of His Son and illuminates the city (Rev 21:23; 22:5).

It is significant that there is no temple in the new Jerusalem; the new Jerusalem is the heavenly Holy of Holies.

It is shaped as a cube.

It is constructed with the finest materials and craftsmanship.
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It is the place where Believers are in God’s presence, and as glorified Believers, see His face (Rev 22:4). Glorified
Believers, with God’s name written on their foreheads (Rev 22:4), bear a similarity to the sealed bond servants of God

(Rev 7:1-8; 14:1-5).

While instructing Moses on the construction of the tabernacle, God emphasizes the importance of being precise,
because it was a “copy and shadow” of the heavenly tabernacle:

Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the
Lord pitched, not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it is necessary that
this high priest also have something to offer. Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there
are those who offer the gifts according to the Law; who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as
Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “See,” He says, “that you make all
things according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.” (Heb 8:1-5)

The heavenly Holy of Holies, new Jerusalem, descends from heaven with the glory of God (Rev 21:11) and Believers,
completing the process of salvation, are raised and resurrected in glory (1 Cor 15:42-44).

It is in this context of God'’s glory adorning both new Jerusalem and the Believer that the apostle John introduces the
“new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband” (Rev 21:2).

In the same context, one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues presents to the
apostle new Jerusalem as “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” (Rev 21:9).

Just as the church represented the body of Believers betrothed to Christ (Eph 5:23), new Jerusalem represented
the body of glorified Believers (John 14:2-3) now in the presence of God and His Son.

This marriage motif, symbolizing divine agape love, is complete and fulfilled.
With the creation of a new heaven and new earth, God restores Creation as it was originally intended and fulfills His
covenant with Abraham. Third heaven and the new earth are now united as the abode of God.

Previously corrupted, the created image of God is recovered and his relationship with God restored (Rev 21:3-7; 22:3-
5; Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:28-30).

Glorified saints have access to the Tree of Life (Rev 22:2; Gen 3:22-24) and something never mentioned before, the
Water of Life (Rev 21:6; 22:1, 17).

All of the national promises to Abraham were fulfilled:

“.. you shall be a blessing" (Gen 12:2)
“...And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” (Gen 12:3)

Through Abraham and his descendants, specifically through Jesus Christ, the world will be blessed.

Through David, this promise is elaborated to include a King from his royal lineage, who will have a kingdom
that will endure forever (2 Sam 7:16; Ps 89:3-4; Luke 1:31-33), and from the line of David was Jesus Christ.
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Despite the failure of the nation of Israel to keep their promise of the Mosaic Covenant, God unilaterally

makes a New Covenant, mediated through Jesus Christ (Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:25-28; Luke 22:20), and
bestows the Holy Spirit.

“To your descendants | have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:
the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim and the
Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.” (Gen 15:18-20)

Abraham’s descendants are promised land that extended from Egypt to include Jordan, Lebanon, Syria,
western parts of Iraq and northern parts of Saudi Arabia (Gen 12:1, 7; 13:14-15, 17; 15:17-21; 17:8).

God fulfills this promise of land with new Jerusalem. Although, new Jerusalem is a square (approximately
1400 - 1500 miles on each side), its area encompasses the entire land promised by God!
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