
Jesus the Messiah: Why Did Jesus Have to Die?
21) From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  22) And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!  This shall never happen to you.”  23) But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of man.”  (Matt 16:21-23, ESV, Mark 8:31-33)

Observe the prescriptions of the Law of Moses (Mosaic Covenant) and consider how Jesus the Messiah fulfills the Law 
(Matt 5:17-18).  If it might be helpful, consult a Bible dictionary on the Day of Atonement.

15) “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its
blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat.  16) Thus he 
shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their 
transgressions, all their sins.  And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their 
uncleannesses.  (Lev 16:15-16, ESV)

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it 
is the blood that makes atonement by the life.  (Lev 17:11, ESV)

5) But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.

6) All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  (Isa 53:5-6, ESV)

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  (2 
Cor 5:21, ESV)

11) But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by 
means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  (Heb 
9:11-12, ESV)

Use a variety of resources to gain an understanding of the Mercy Seat atop of the Ark of the Covenant.  What does 
propitiation mean?  What is its significance to our understanding of Jesus the Messiah?

23) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24) and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25) whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  
This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  (Rom 
3:23-25, ESV)

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  (1 John 2:2, ESV)

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  (1 
John 4:10, ESV)

There are many aspects to Jesus Christ’s work of atonement.  To learn more, search within our Index of Articles.
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