
Man: Is the Believer Active or Passive in the Process of Sanctification?
17) “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
18) For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.  19) Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.  (Matt 5:17-19, ESV)

What is the legal basis of God’s promises?
5) Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession 
among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6) and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’  These 
are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”  (Ex 19:5-6, ESV)

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws 
into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  (Heb 8:10, ESV)

What form does “spiritual wisdom” come in?
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.  (John 14:26, ESV)

16) All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17) that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  (1 Tim 3:16, ESV)

10) these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.  For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God.  11) For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?  So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  12) Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.  13) And we impart this in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.  (1 
Cor 2:10-13, ESV)

What are you being asked to purify?
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  (Rom 12:2, ESV)

12) Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13) for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.  (Phil 2:12-13, ESV)

9) No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, 
because he has been born of God.  10) By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of 
the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.  (1 
John 3:9-10, ESV)

16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her?  For, as it is written, “The two
will become one flesh.”  17) But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.  18) Flee from sexual 
immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his 
own body.  19) Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, 20) for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.  (1 Cor 3:16-20, ESV)
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How is this done?  What are you responsible for?

13) Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  14) As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of 
your former ignorance, 15) but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16) since it is written,
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  (1 Pet 1:13-15, ESV)

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success.  (Josh 1:8, ESV)

Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”  (John 14:21, ESV)

17) and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18) praying at all times in 
the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all 
the saints,  (Eph 6:17-18, ESV)

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  (Col 3:9-10, ESV)

1) I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, 2) with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3) eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4) There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call— 5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6) one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.  7) But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.  (Eph 4:1-7, 
ESV)

24) And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25) not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  (Heb 10:24-25, 
ESV)

How is this an active process?
16) But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  17) For the desires of the flesh 

are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep 
you from doing the things you want to do.  18) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  19) Now the 
works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20) idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits
of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21) envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22) But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law.  24) And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

25) If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.  26) Let us not become conceited, provoking one
another, envying one another.  (Gal 5:16-24, ESV)
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